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Basel, December 4, 2014 

 

Dufry joins  the Hand in Hand for Haiti Student Sponsorship 
Program  

Dufry is taking the initiative to join the Student Sponsorship Program launched by the Hand 
in Hand for Haiti Foundation (HIHH) by supporting children of an entire class of  25 
students at the school complex “Lycée Jean-Baptiste Pointe du Sable” in Saint Marc north of the 
capital of Haiti, Port-au-Prince. 

The hurricane-proof and anti-seismic educational institution was built as a humanitarian response 
to the catastrophic earthquake of January 2010. It was opened on 3 October 2011 to 153 
students and was officially inaugurated on 17 May 2014 by Michel Martelly, President of the 
Republic of Haiti.  The school has 300 children in 12 classes aged 3 to 8, and will eventually 
provide free education to over 700 students from nursery to secondary levels in the years to 
come. 

With the donation of Dufry, the sponsored children will receive tuition-free trilingual education 
in French, English and Creole. This best-in-class academic program is in full alignment with the 
Haitian academic curriculum. Additionally, it provides children with two nutritious meals per 
day, health services, uniforms and school supplies as well as free bus transportation to and 
from school. After-school programs are organized daily for all children as well as day-
camps  during the Easter and summer breaks. 

The Hand in Hand for Haiti initiative is the biggest charity fund-raiser in the travel retail industry’s 
history. Uniquely, the school is not only being funded by the industry, but operated by it on a 
permanent ongoing basis through the Foundation. 

Julián Díaz, CEO of Dufry Group, commented: “We are very pleased to announce such a 
commitment to support the most fragile members of society, children, who need our special 
attention and protection especially in Haiti devastated by the earthquake in 2010.” 

Olivier Bottrie, co-founder, Hand in Hand for Haiti: "We are very appreciative of Dufry's 
leadership and long-term commitment to support Hand in Hand for Haiti. Financial 
sustainability is the most critical success factor of our program, unique in scope and 
magnitude in Haiti. We are hopeful that others in the industry will join Dufry to ensure this 
charitable initiative lives on forever." 

For further information about HIHH visit http://hihh.org/en/home/  
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For further information please contact: 

Renzo Radice 
Global Head Investor Relations and Corporate Communications 
Phone +41 61 266 44 19 
renzo.radice@dufry.com 

 
Sara Lizi  
Head Investor Relations 
Phone: +55 21 2157 9901 
sara.lizi@br.dufry.com 
 
Rafael Duarte 
Investor Relations 
Phone +41 61 266 45 77 
rafael.duarte@dufry.com 

Lubna Haj Issa 
Head Corporate Communications 
Phone +41 61 266 44 46 
lubna.haj-issa@dufry.com 
 
Mario Rolla  
Head Corporate Communications  
Phone: +55 21 2157 9611 
mario.rolla@br.dufry.com 

 

 

Dufry Group – A leading global travel retailer 

Dufry AG (SIX: DUFN; BM&FBOVESPA: DAGB33) is a leading global travel retailer operating close to 
1’700 duty-free and duty-paid shops in airports, cruise lines, seaports, railway stations and downtown 
tourist areas. 

Dufry employs over 21,000 people. The Company, headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, operates in more 
than 60 countries around the world. 

 

 
Social Responsibility 

Dufry cares for children and supports social projects from SOS Kinderdorf in Brazil, Mexico and Morocco, Ivory 
Cost and Cambodia. SOS Children’s Villages is an independent, non-political and non-demonstrational 
organization established for orphaned and destitute children all over the world. 
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